Longing for Love

Longing for the King — Crossroads Advent 2009

December 13, 2009 — Mark Bickel

TEACHING NOTES

What is Love?
Beatles: “All We Need is Love”
Discussion: What is Love? What does it look like? What emotions does it stir?
Teenager ‘love’; 1t kiss ... love of sport, food, dog, cat ... lifelong love ...

Love is any of a number of emotions related to a sense of strong affection[1] and
attachment. The word /ove can refer to a variety of different feelings, states, and
attitudes, ranging from generic pleasure ("l loved that meal") to intense interpersonal
attraction ("l love my husband"). This diversity of uses and meanings, combined with the
complexity of the feelings involved, makes love unusually difficult to consistently define,
even compared to other emotional states. — Wikipedia

"One word frees us of all the weight and pain of life: That word is love." - Sophocles
"Love is the irresistible desire to be irresistibly desired." - Mark Twain

| Cor 13 — Love is patient, kind, ...

Longing for Love
Discussion: Why do we long for Love?
Desire to be cared for, appreciated, respected, felt significant ...
Created for Love
Gen. 1: 27 - Created in the image of a relational God
Gen. 1:27 - created “male and female”
Gen. 2:13

'® The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a
helper suitable for him."
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Song of Songs 4 (1-3; 9-12)

' How beautiful you are, my darling!
Oh, how beautiful!
Your eyes behind your veil are doves.
Your hair is like a flock of goats
descending from Mount Gilead.

2 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep just shorn,
coming up from the washing.
Each has its twin;
not one of them is alone.

 Your lips are like a scarlet ribbon;
your mouth is lovely.
Your temples behind your veil
are like the halves of a pomegranate.

® You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride;
you have stolen my heart
with one glance of your eyes,
with one jewel of your necklace.

' How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride!
How much more pleasing is your love than wine,
and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice!

" Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride;
milk and honey are under your tongue.
The fragrance of your garments is like that of Lebanon.

"2 You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride;
you are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.

There is more hunger for love and appreciation in this world than for bread.
~ Mother Teresa

Love stirs the very deepest emotions in us

Fist True Love — Build relationship, then ask her to court

Walking in the park, looking into her eyes, telling her what she means to me

- San Antonio, sitting in a restaurant on river walk, talk about life

Emotions run wild ... deep love, joy like never felt before
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Failure of Love
Yet Love does not always work out ...
Most heartbreaking night of life — she ask to not see each other for a time, then end
- speechless, just sat there totally devastated, not even able to speak
Broken Heart of not being loved / Breaking up / Separation / Divorce
Even true, lasting love is corrupted by sin
We sin against each other ... sometimes in incredibly hurtful ways
Sin also corrupts world we live in in ways we feel in relationships — including death
And many do not find love

Facebook: most heartbreaking posts so often deal with failure of love, backstabbing or
failure of relationships, or lack of any true friends

Loneliness:

affected with, characterized by, or causing a depressing feeling of being alone;
lonesome.

destitute of sympathetic or friendly companionship, intercourse, support, etc.

lone; solitary; without company; companionless.

Dealing with our Longing for Love
Discussion: What do we do when we are lonely? Where do people look for love?
Looking for Love in all the wrong places

| was looking for love in all the wrong places
Looking for love in too many faces
Searching your eyes, looking for traces

Of what.. I'm dreaming of...

Hopin' to find a friend and a lover

God bless the day | discover

Another heart, lookin' for love
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“If our hungers are not fed from the banquet, we will inevitably eat out of the
dumpster.” - Hugh Heffner who began playboy because not hugged as a
child, wanted to break from “puritan heritage”

Why Bible so filled with instructions about sexual impurity? God knows we long for love
so deeply we will do anything to fill that need!

Remember feelings of first dance / first kiss in High School ... stirred things deep within
... realized they should only be stirred in one | will marry! In any other grow desires that
can not be fulfilled, and leave permanent emotional scars when relationship ends

Very glad that God protected us from that in my later courship, and that those are
still good memories to this day, even though that relationship did end

People of God through time give in to sexual urges, and turn against God ... Marry those
that worship other Gods and end up worshipping those idols as well!

The people’s lack of love for God even pictured in terms of adultery

Why leave us unfulfilled?
Discussion: Is God cruel to give ‘unfulfilled’ desires?

"The greater your longing for love, the greater is your capacity to receive the love from
God." (from Passion and Purity by Elizabeth Elliot)

While God made us for relationships, and even created women for man so he would not have to
be alone, God never intended for any relationship on earth to fully satisfy ... Only God himself
can fully satisfy our longing for love.

Book of Psalms: 2 repeated themes of love
“the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases”
“I love the law of the Lord”, it is honey, it is gold, it is life ... it alone fully satisfies

Do you believe that? Do you truly believe, deep within, that God can satisfy, that his steadfast
love for you is even greater than any persons love ever can be
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God is Love ... and Love YOU
I John 4: God is Love
Ephesians 5
Marriage is a picture of Christ’s love for us ...

Also comments on us being sons, not slaves or servants ... cry out Abba, Father

Exodus 34:5-7
®>Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his
name, the LORD. ® And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
" maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does
not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for
the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”

| John 3:1-2
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of

God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet
been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is.

Christmas: Ultimate proof God Loves You!

John 3:16-17
"®“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,’ that whoever believes

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ' For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

Christmas is about Love Incarnate
And Christmas sets us up for Good Friday and Easter, where we see the greatest love

I John4:9-10
®This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son? into the
world that we might live through him. ° This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for” our sins.

| John 3:16
'® This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

Romans 5:6-8
®You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. " Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man
someone might possibly dare to die. ® But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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God’s Love Guaranteed to Last
Ex: Me after breakup with Jenny: Les Miserable
Main characters — lost love, struggles of life ... also struggle of far worse off
Finale ... picture of heaven (see last page for words)
All earthly love, even the best, will fail you, and will at least pass away one day

But the love of God endures forever, it is eternal ... And it is guaranteed to those that know
and love Christ

Romans 8:31-39
¥ What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?
*2He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things? ** Who will bring any charge against those
whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. ** Who is he that condemns? Christ
Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and
is also interceding for us. ** Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? *® As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.

»C

¥ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. * For |
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,’ neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, * neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Application: Are You Longing for God’s Love? (not complete yet)

it's funny. When you fall in love or have a big crush on somebody, it's like you can't think of
anything else. Your whole world—everything you think and feel—revolves around that person.
And sometimes it's that feeling we want more than anything else. But if you think about it, that's
how it felt when you first met Jesus. He became the love of your soul! (found on the internet)

if it doesn't break your heart, it isn't love; if it doesn't break your heart, it's not enough.
- Krissy facebook post

Rev 2
— church in Ephesus — good deeds, but forsaken 1% love

we all long for love, but does that longing drive us back to God, back to Christ in
the manger and on the cross and seated at the right hand of God, back to the
spirit who guarantees our inheritance, back to longing for God and his love more
than anything else in life...
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Les Miserable Finale: (heaven)

FANTINE:

come with me

where chains will never bind you
all your grief

at last, at last behind you

lord in heaven;

look down on him in mercy

VALJEAN:
forgive me all my trespasses and take me to your glory

FANTINE, VALJEAN AND EPONINE:

take my hand

and lead me to salvation

take my love

for love is everlasting

and remember

the truth that once was spoken:

to love another person is to see the face of god

ALL:

do you hear the people sing?

lost in the valley of the night

it is the music of a people who are climbing to the light
for the wretched of the earth

there is a flame that never dies

even the darkest nights will end and the sun will rise

they will live again in freedom in the garden of the lord
they will walk behind the bloodshed

they will put away the sword

the chain will be broken and all men will have their reward!

will you join in our crusade?

who will be strong and stand with me?

somewhere beyond the barricade is there a world you long to see?
do you hear the people sing?

say, do you hear the distant drums?

it is the future that they bring when tomorrow comes!

REPEAT

Aaaaah, aaaaah, aaaah,
tomorrow comes!!
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