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Hope Now and Forevermore 
The Power of the Ascension and Second Coming 

Mark Bickel – Crossroads April 19, 2009 
 

Intro: summarize Death & Resurrection 
 
The Past - Christ’s Ascension: 
 

- Final Days and Parting Instructions (John 21, Luke 24) 
 
John 21: 19-31 
 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.”  

 
24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”  

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe.”  

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.  

 
(followed by catch of fish, reinstate Peter to “feed my sheep”) 
 
Luke 24: 13-35 ; 36-53 
 
(road to Emmaus) 
 

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.”  

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at 
my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones, as you see I have.”  

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they 
still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you 
have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he 
took it and ate it in their presence.  

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.”  

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.”  

 
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 

and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up 
into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.  
 

- He Will Send a Helper (Acts 1 & 2) 
 
Acts 1:1-11 
 

1     In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he 
showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
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9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight.  

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why 
do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.”  

 
(wait, pray, HS comes in power, proclaim gospel, 3,000+ believe) 

 
- Mission for His Church (Matt. 28) 

 
Matt 28:16-20 
 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.”  
 
The Future - Christ’s Return: 
 

- Watching and Waiting (Mark 13) 
 
Mark 13:5-35 
 

5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in 
my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars 
and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is 
still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the 
beginning of birth pains.  

9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils 
and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the gospel must first be 
preached to all nations. 11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not 
worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, 
for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.  

12 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will 
rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13 All men will hate you 
because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  

14 “When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing where it 
does not belong—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee 

to the mountains. 15 Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the 
house to take anything out. 16 Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 17 

How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 
18 Pray that this will not take place in winter, 19 because those will be days of 
distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now—
and never to be equaled again. 20 If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one 
would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has 
shortened them. 21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ 
or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For false Christs and false prophets 
will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were 
possible. 23 So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.  

24 “But in those days, following that distress,  
“ ‘th  the sun will be darkened,  

and the moon will not give its light; 
stars will fall from the sky,  
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 

26 “At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 
power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.  

28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and 
its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see 
these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 I tell you the 
truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away.  

 
32 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that 
time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to 
keep watch.  

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the 
house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 
sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 
 

- Final Judgment & Eternal Destiny (Rev. 20) 
 
Revelation 20:11-15 
 
(Satan bound for 1,000, then freed to make war, then struck with fire and cast 
into hell – lake of burning sulfur, tormented day & night forever!) 
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11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky 
fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to 
what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that 
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each 
person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire.  

 
- Mission for The Last Days (Matt. 6, James 5, Heb. 11) 

 
Matthew 6:19-21 
 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
 
(therefore do not be anxious … sermon on mt. about character) 
 
James 5:1-11 
 

5     Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is 
coming upon you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 

Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat 
your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages 
you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against 
you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 

You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened 
yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered innocent 
men, who were not opposing you.  
Patience in Suffering 

7 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits 
for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and 
spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is 
near. 9 Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The 
Judge is standing at the door!  

10 Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we consider blessed those 
who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what 
the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.  
 
(then instructions to pray in all situations) 

 
Hebrews 11:1-16 
 

11     Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.  

3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so 
that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  

4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was 
commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by 
faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  

5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; 
he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was 
taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is 
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  

7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an 
ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of 
the righteousness that comes by faith.  

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 
9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign 
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God.  

11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was 
barren—was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who 
had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, 
came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand 
on the seashore.  

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not 
receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a 
distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 

People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 
15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared a city for them. 
 
(examples of faith) 
 
 
SUMMARY of IMPLICATIONS: 

- Indwelt & empowered by HS to be witnesses, make disciples 
- Live in light of eternity, not building treasure on earth 
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The Present – “The Already and The Not Yet”: 
 
We live in between the Ascension and the 2nd Coming … 
 Christ came in 2 parts, he accomplished all 1st time, we will see all 2nd  
 Thus it is true “kingdom here”, “Satan defeated”, “seated in heaven”… 

Also true “kingdom coming”, “Satan deceives & devours”, “earthly 
struggle”, “all creation groans” – both redeemed and in cursed world 

 
- The Kingdom is “At Hand” (Mark 1) 

 
Mark 1:14 
 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. 
Repent and believe the good news!”  

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 18 At once they left their 
nets and followed him. 

 
(Kingdom about Jesus, About repentance and belief, About following and 

being transformed, About fishing … at it is here!) 
 

- The Victory … And the Struggle (Rom. 6-8) 
 

(discuss “No Longer Slaves To Sin” and “I do what I do not want to do” and 
“should I continue in sin that Grace increase”) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- Our Hope for Today … and Tomorrow (I Peter 1) 
 

 
 

** Today is the Day of Salvation **  (John 3; Romans 10:9-13) 
 
John 3:13-20 ; 36 

 
13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—

the Son of Man.  14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal 
life. 

 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be 
exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be 
seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 

 
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will 

not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 
 
 

Romans 10:9-13 
 
9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put 
to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord 
is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
I Corinthians 6:2 

 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 
** PAUSE HERE: Take Time to eximine yourself … Pray silently 

- In a few minutes I will pray, and if you have not confessed Jesus 
as Lord before, or you are not sure where you stand with the Lord, 
pray with me then 

- If prayed, or have questions, doubts, concerns…  
talk to me tonight! 
 

The Promise – God’s Glory Forevermore: 
 

- The End Has Already Been Written (Rev. 21-22) 
 

- We have a Home (John 14, John 10) 
 

- All Glory to God! (songs of Revelation) 
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- Amen, Come Lord Jesus! (Rev. 22:20) 
 


